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The people like the old traditional forms of drama*
because they are more colourful but they cannot understand it
as it does not tell them about their own lives. So the problem has
been solved by putting a new content into the old forms. BIK
at the same tune it is also necessary to enthuse the people to
appreciate the other form also.

For instance, one of the popular forms of folk art in China
is as follows. The peasant will put two figures of gods on
either side of the door. If he wants to be rich he will put the
god of wealth. If he wants to drive away the robbers, he mil
put the god of robbers. Now the artists in Yenan used the
same form to depict a new hero, the hero of the present day is
the hero who is fighting the Japanese, the guerillas of the
People's Militia, the Labour Hero, the Village Teacher. These are
the petfple who are carrying on the active struggle against the
Japs. These people are highly respected. So they pick up heroes
from among them and make them their gods. That is one of
the. forms that is used.

Then the wood-cut is used to depict the new life of the
Village Government. It depicts the difference between the old
landlords and the new Government and how it affected the lives
of the people.

In music again, folk song is the best At the same time the
mixed theme of Western and Chinese is also used. Chorus music
is very popular. "The Yellow River Cantata" was produced
there, and is one of the most popular pieces of music in North

The new art has been expressed in this way : National in
form but with the new democracy and people's struggle for
liberation as its content.
Technically the idea has been to advance and reform the
traditional technique in the sense of putting new content into
them.
One thing that should be mentioned here is this. Actually In
the drama and song etc. the work is being done not by individuals,
not even by small groups. It is done by tens of thousands of
people. Every village has a drama troupe of the village people
themselves, and in the village festival it is an accepted thing that
there will be entertainments by them. The peasants themselves
erect stages. Because it is their own, it aifects their lives and
deals with their problems.
In the army also the work is being done by the soldiers